Investigate Together

How does rain get into the clouds? How do fish breathe under water?
Young children love to investigate and find their own answers

to their questions about the world. Encouraging your child’s
exploration and wonder helps build

a strong foundation for early
learning.

Go explore!

Young children love to
explore the world around
them. Encourage your child
to use his senses to explore.
Young children learn best
by talking about their first-
hand experiences. -

Keep the

guestions coming

Encourage your child’s
questions. Help her
think about where
she can find out what she wants to know.

Help your child discover there are many ways

to find out answers, such as reading books, searching the Internet, asking experts, and
observing the world.

Track your discoveries

Write down your child’s ideas and observations. Show her
that writing and words are tools for sharing information.
Encourage your child to draw pictures of what she sees and
what she remembers from different experiences and places.
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Numbers are tools for discovery
Help your child count, classify, and measure things using
numbers. Help him learn that numbers and math are tools
for discovering the world. For example, help him sort out
different shapes of blocks and count how many of each
kind.

Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this tip sheet are those of the author(s) and do not

. ¢ necessarily reflect the views of the Illinois State Board of Education.
UniveIrllsiir';Oic')s‘fEIrlalirr|1)2)li_selil;'rk;iz?r?aIi)(lz(f)1j<a1er(r:1t aign ILLINOIS
? Teyle hone: 217-333-1386 pee STATE BOARD OF
o ) phone:
(nols Toll-free: 877-275-3227 EDUCATION
E-mail: iel@illinois.edu

EARLY LEARNING PROJECT https://illinoisearlylearning.org 11/16



